Hiroshima Junior International Forum 2019

Hiroshima Declaration

{Preamble> RIX

We, the 88 participants of the 4th Hiroshima Junior International Forum, held from August 20th to
August 23rd 2019 hailing from 32 countries and regions, have worked together with the purpose of
studying and discussing two main issues, the abolition of nuclear weapons and peace-building. It is
our duty to share what we have learned with our respective communities and to do our part in
helping to achieve a more peaceful world.
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Over the course of this forum, we took part in discussions, visited the Peace Memorial Park,
attended lectures related to the topics of our forum and listened to talks from Hibakusha—atomic
bomb survivors. Additionally, we were given the opportunity to interact with people from all over
the world while also immersing ourselves in the local culture and environment. All of this was done
in Hiroshima, which stands as a symbol of hope for a peaceful world.
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The final output of the forum is this year’s Hiroshima Declaration, which summarizes our learning
and our action plan with regards to nuclear disarmament and peace-building. Through this
declaration, we hope to share our message of peace with the world.
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<Chal lenges and Solutions for Abolitions of Nuclear Weapons>#%E2aBEfEIZ (A (+1-Pkik & iRRE
With regards to nuclear disarmament, we recognize that there is a lack of knowledge and
understanding about the dangers of nuclear weapons. They instantaneously kill a tremendous
amount of innocent people in an inhumane way. In addition, they simultaneously destroy the
environment, infrastructure and permanently damage relationships between humans as well as
relationships between nations. That is why nuclear weapons are considered as inhumane weapons.
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Thanks to the great efforts of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, people are generally familiar with the
events of the atomic bombings of these two cities in 1945. However, the devastating effects on the
environment and survivors are not sufficiently acknowledged outside of these cities, especially in
foreign countries. In addition the devastating effect of nuclear testing on places such as Bikini Atoll
has not been sufficiently acknowledged either.
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In order to compensate for this, it is crucial to provide access to educational resources that provide
information about nuclear weapons and the outcome and after-effects of using them against other
countries.

INEMET DD, BERBIZET2EHRSC, thoEICZE2HEH Lo RSORBIEDHEHRN DD
ﬁﬁ%ﬂm77ﬁzf%é_eﬁ@@fﬁgﬁﬁo

Considering that many education systems cover the dropping of nuclear weapons on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki as merely actions that expedited the ending of World War II, we should strive to spread
the actual stories of the people involved as shown in the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum. We
would like to see Hiroshima develop a world tour in numerous languages that would include the
testimonies of the Hibakusha living in Japan and overseas, and teach classes explicitly about this
topic. In this way, we can be reassured that people in different countries share a common knowledge
and idea about nuclear weapons and World War II.
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Showing more respect to each other and giving other people opportunities to express their opinions
is an essential part of this education. More importantly, we need to start discussing the issue
without any fear of harassment.
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We came to the conclusion that because of being overwhelmed in our daily lives by world problems
from the media, individual efforts to abolish nuclear weapons might be ignored and seen to be
insufficient. This is why we want to seek help from social media influencers and support conveying

the message to a broader audience.

HeHix, BH, A7 47 hoRitsns, HRSHOMEICET 2ERNRERICSDEIND D

2



B gs B D 7= D O NDEE )L, BARINTZ D AR+ LRI NTZ0 3508 LivZen &) i
FELELE, 20D, V=S¥ ARAT 4T ~DOA 7N — EEEEHSN) OiFe, LVig
JEWNAZIZA v =V B a2 5 AR— FERDonEBnET,

We would like to prioritize creators on platforms like Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter as
well as talented individuals on online-shared personal blogs. Additionally, we could encourage the
production of documentaries and movies inspired and closely related to the topic of atomic attacks.
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Reliance on nuclear weapons increases the feeling of insecurity between states and leads to a lack of
trust among people in the world. As a result, it may increase the possibility of causing war with
conventional or other weapons. Therefore we propose that every country must not rely upon nuclear
weapons for their security and seek alternative security options.
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<0ur Role for Abolition of Nuclear Weapons>#%ES8EE4GIZ A (T1=FAt=H DEE|

We, the generation of future, should learn about the history of past nuclear weapons usage, as well
as the current situation. We could think of solutions from the knowledge that will get by following
the news and media about nuclear weapons, as well as visiting places that have suffered from the
potential effects of nuclear weapons. As a result we will have enough knowledge to discuss the
problems and there will be less misunderstanding. Additionally, we will think deeply and search for
solutions to these problems. Once we reach a possible solution we will share it with through face-to-
face discussions and the internet. Such actions will promote an environment more grounded on
open-mindedness and mutual respect. Ultimately this will reduce mutual distrust between nations.
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We, the young people here today, commit to share the information we have gained and lessons we
have learned in Hiroshima through this forum and the experiences it has given us. In particular, we

should utilize education. Since we recognize the reality of the dropping of the Atomic Bomb on
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Hiroshima, we can inform others around us by re-telling the stories we have heard in our time here.
Furthermore, raising awareness about the Atomic Bomb in our own communities is essential. As
young members of society, we can readily use social media. Through such methods, we can share the
reality of Hiroshima effectively and on an international scale. In short, we can become the hub for
informing the international community about the threat of nuclear weapons and spread awareness
about the issue.
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As future leaders, we should also make efforts on raising public awareness through movies, books,
presentations and speeches. We should also encourage people to learn and discover that a safe world
without nuclear weapons is a positive change and an achievable possibility. Then we could share
ideas and hold meetings around the world to exchange opinions. In addition to initiating these
events, we could also support the existing organizations that have been working towards
denuclearization in various ways such as donations and fund raising. Through these roles and
maintaining the cooperation of the Hibakusha we have met over the past few days, we will be able
to free the world from nuclear weapons.
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<{The Role of Hiroshima for Abolition of Nuclear Weapons>#% EgSEff (- T 1= ED%EE|
Hiroshima should consider other options such as developing an educational app. We believe that
proper education can lead to the abolition of nuclear weapons. Making an educational app aimed at
a younger audience will share the knowledge of the tragedy, so that it can be passed onto the next
generation and beyond. Since electronical devices are becoming increasingly common among young
people, it is expected that such a mobile app will prove to be an integral and effective part of peace
education.

IR, BET TV ERETLRE, oA Ty a v ERGTARE T, BREbiE, @UARHEE IR
PRI DTN D LE L TCWET, BEFEEZMGE LEHE Y 7 V1L, BRI EZ LA L, RO
FRkoARIZS MRS Z N TEET, HOHART i"f’%T/\/l) ANETET KNI > TNDHDT,
FERNANT T VR, RARDPOIEIREMBEO —EE2H o TN Z RS TWET,



We would also like to encourage Hiroshima to further raise and enhance awareness of the post
Atomic Bomb experience of Hiroshima by setting up exhibitions in other countries. The information
displayed in these exhibitions should respect other countries perspectives to avoid any
misunderstanding. During the exhibition, it will be more meaningful if the Hibakusha are invited to
share their story of the horrors of Hiroshima. This will help deepen the understanding of nuclear
weapons in the international community and allow it to realize the dangers of nuclear weapons. For
the message of the danger of nuclear weapons to be more universal, the Hibakusha’s experiences
can be translated into books and videos in different languages so that more people around the world
will be able to understand the inhumane nature of nuclear weapons.
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We hope that Hiroshima invites more overseas students from outside of Japan to partake in various
programs to raise awareness. For example, international programs to further popularize origami
and in particular folding paper cranes. Origami culture is already well-known around the world and
is easily repeatable. We also propose the introduction of a Virtual Reality (VR) tour around
Hiroshima. As you walk around Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and the surrounding area, you
could see some of terrifying scenes after the Atomic Bomb recreated through VR. By the use of high-
resolution graphics this is one possible way to catch the interest of young generation with more
reality.
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{Chal lenges and Solutions for Peace-building>FEFELEIZ M (F1- Pk & ERE

Towards peacebuilding, we recognize there is a gap in the quality of life and education system
between developed countries and developing countries affected by armed conflicts and subsequent
influx of refugees. In those fragile societies, people are not free from structural violence and thus
continuously face threats of recurring violence and possibly providing a breeding ground for
terrorism. With respect to this challenge, we suggest focusing on their fragility in order to address
fundamentally important issues such as enhancing education through the construction of new

schools and guaranteeing compulsory education until high school level. We urge all the countries to
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become more involved in the protection of human rights through promoting important treaties and
assisting activities implemented by international organizations such as the United Nations. We
should also be aware of a variety of problems because every kind of problem has an influence on a
world without peace.
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We also recognize that citizens are not given opportunities to participate in peace education. With
respect to this challenge, we suggest that international organizations and non-governmental
organizations (NGO) should partake in the involvement of promoting compulsory peace education
including constructive conflict resolution skills.
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Moreover, human rights are undermined by oppressive governments within both developed and
developing countries and that corruption, misuse of power for personal benefit and prioritizing
economic success, are barriers to peace-building. Such governments consistently abuse their power
by exclusive societal involvement. With regards to this challenge, we propose to establish national
independent committees, overseen by international organizations. In order to guarantee a greater
societal involvement, these national independent committees should be supported by international
organizations and NGOs.
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<Our Role for Peace-building>FEFHEEIZM T -Faf=BD&E|

Towards promoting peace-building, we, the young generation, will make positive changes we hope to
see in the world. Despite being young, it does not mean we cannot do anything. We are active,
energetic, and we are the future leaders of this world. By making use of opportunities such as
international conferences that allow us to exchange and discuss different opinions, we will be open
minded by learning about different cultures as well as the issues of minorities, in order to maintain

social harmony among people. We will maintain mutual cooperation, understanding and friendly
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behavior, which is the basic step towards building peace — a society based on the ideals of non-
violence and inclusivity.
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We will also deepen our awareness and comprehension on what is happening today in the world, as
well as events in the past: such as wars, discrimination, climate change, and poverty.
Understanding the problem is a first step towards finding a solution, and we will do so by reading
books and articles, traveling to other countries, and participating in events like the Hiroshima
Junior International Forum — at home and abroad. We will also share our knowledge and
experiences through social media platforms as well as workshops and youth-groups in our home
countries. With a sense of global camaraderie, our hope is to paint a better future by urging
politicians to pursue peaceful policies of disarmament, crime-prevention, and anti-discriminatory
practices.
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<The Role of Hiroshima for Peace-building>FEF4ELEIZMI(+-TEEDEEZ

Towards promoting peace-building, we believe that Hiroshima should continue sharing its stories of
reconstruction worldwide: the story of its sufferings and insights on the processes and methods it
has followed to arrive at the point it is at today. This should be provided in different languages and
pursued by various means — such as talks, conferences, virtual realities, poetry, art, plays and
documentaries. Establishing a peace museum overseas, focusing on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, may
be an effective way to disseminate its stories to the global public.
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We also believe that Hiroshima should take a leading role in the field of peace education that
nurtures free thinking and assists students to control their emotions in a healthy way. Hiroshima
should also continue to provide and increase opportunities like this forum to educate future

generations on the aftermath of the atomic bombing and its stories of reconstruction.
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{Closing> #&i&

We, the eager students of today, will one day pass down the responsibility of continuing the progress
for the abolition of nuclear weapons and extensive peace-building. Thus, with an open mind, we
appeal to the world our wish and interest to uphold and further progress within these two fields.
Therefore, we will endeavor to spread our message and experiences with an open mind and patience,
so that we can fulfill our common goals. We will talk with people in our respective communities
while honoring and respecting their beliefs and way of thinking. Through overcoming our
differences we can find common ground and work forward for a better tomorrow. As a part of this,
we aim to become more tolerant and acceptable to diverse ways of thinking. By doing so, we can
also overcome prejudice and discrimination. We believe this is the most important thing in any field
related to peace.
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In conclusion, we have determined what we deem to be important is our way of thinking and
accepting others as well as their diversity. Changing the world starts from believing in yourself and
having the courage to progress towards a peaceful future of mutual understanding and co-operation.
Aware of the horrors of Hiroshima, we pledge to follow the message of the Cenotaph for A-bomb
Victims- “Let all souls here rest in peace; for we shall not repeat the evil.”
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